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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1. The information disclosure statement filed July 14, 2006 has been 
considered by the Examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 13, 14, 16, 17, 20, 21, 23 and 24 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Van Doom (US 6,482,017). 

Regarding claim 13, Van Doom discloses a sealing element (10) for a 
cable transit opening provided in a wall of an apparatus housing (see figure la 
and lb), wherein: the sealing element (10) has the form of an open-ended gaiter 
(38) which can be fitted to an outer cable (14) intended for connection to 
equipment situated in said apparatus housing (see figure 1a), said gaiter (see 
figure la) having a generally cylindrical rear end-part that can be fitted to the 
cable in sealing abutment with its outer barrel surface (see figure 1a), and a 
generally cylindrical front end-part adapted for sealing abutment with an outer 
barrel surface tubular socket which projects out from said wall at said cable 
transit opening (see figure lb), and wherein the sealing element (10) includes an 
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elongate, flexible connecting part which movably connects the two end- parts 
together (27). 

Regarding claim 14, Van Doom disclose the sealing element (10), wherein 
said connecting part is adapted to support the front gaiter end-part stably in two 
mutually different positions in relation to the rear end-part of the gaiter, namely in 
a forwardly displaced position (see figure lb) in which the front end-part is 
located at a significant axial distance from the rear end-part, and a withdrawn 
position in which the front end-part is located axially close to the rear end-part 
(see figure la). 

Regarding claim 16, Van Doom discloses the sealing element (10), 
wherein said connecting part has a generally conical shape in said forwardly 
displaced position (see figure lb). 

Regarding claim 17, Van Doom discloses the sealing element (10), 
wherein said connecting part has a material thickness which decreases in a 
direction from its rear end to its front end (see figure 2a), and wherein said 
connecting part is connected to the front end-part by means of a narrow flange 
which projects outwardly from said connecting part in a generally radial direction 
(see figure 2a). 

Regarding claim 20, Van Doom discloses the sealing element (10), 
wherein said sealing element is comprised of silicone rubber (column 5 lines 60- 
62). 
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Regarding claim 21 , Van Doom discloses a method for sealingly mounting 
of a cable to a counterpart with a tubular socket projecting from it using a flexible 
gaiter-like sealing element (see figure la), said method comprising the steps of: 
sealingly fixing a rear-end of the sealing element (10) to the cable (14) thereby 
partly covering connecting means at the cable end (see figure la); uncovering 
the connecting means by moving the front end-part of the sealing element to a 
retracted position using the inherent flexibility of the element while essentially 
keeping the rear end in its fixed position (see figure 1 b); connecting the cable to 
the counterpart via the tubular socket (see figure 1 b); moving the front end-part 
of the sealing element back to its initial forwardly displaced position, thus 
sealingly covering the connection between the cable and the tubular socket of 
the counterpart (see figure 1 b). 

Regarding claim 23, Van Doom discloses the method, wherein the rear 
end-part of the sealing element (see figure la) is sealingly fixed to the cable 
using inherent elasticity of the sealing element or crimped or glued to the cable 
(see figure la). 

Regarding claim 24, Van Doom discloses the method, further comprising 
the step of securing said rear end-part of the sealing element to said cable using 
a clamping ring (see figure la). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 15, 18, 19 and 22 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The 
primary reason for the indication of the allowability of claims 15, 18, 19 and 22 
are: 

Regarding claim 15, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest in 
combination with the other claimed limitations the sealing element, wherein said 
front end-part at least partially overlaps the rear end-part when in said withdrawn 
position. 

Regarding claim 18, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest in 
combination with the other claimed limitations the sealing element , wherein said 
rear end-part of the gaiter includes a plurality of peripherally extending ridges and 
peripherally extending grooves disposed there between. 

Regarding claim 19, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest in 
combination with the other claimed limitations the sealing element, wherein said 
front end-part of the gaiter includes an inner ring-shaped bead which is intended 
for engagement with an external ring-shaped groove in said tubular socket. 

Regarding claim 22, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest in 
combination with the other claimed limitations the method, wherein the front end- 
part of the sealing element is clamped to the tubular socket using a clamping 
ring. 
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These limitations are found in claims 15, 18, 19 and 22, and are neither 
disclosed nor taught by the prior art of record, alone or in combination. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Milanowski et al (US 6,743,980 and US 6,605,781), 
Scrimpshire et al (US 5,886,294, US 6,429,373 and US 5,631,443), Dinh (US 
6,180,882), Hatazawa (US 6,261,110), Carissimi (US 3,449,706) and Dupre et al 
(US 2,958,845) disclose a sealing element for a cable. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Angel R. 
Estrada at telephone number (571) 272-1973. The Examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday-Friday (8:30 -5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Diego Gutierrez can be reached on (571) 272-2245. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
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system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) OR 571-272-1 000. 

February 24, 2010 



/Angel R. Estrada/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2831 



